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          VANCOUVER 

System of bibliographic referencing 
 

 
 
Vancouver System of Bibliographic Referencing  
 
This style of referencing is used in medical journals.  You are required to use the 
Vancouver referencing system to prepare and produce a reference list of each of your 
assignments.  Each reference should contain the information needed to trace the item you 
have made reference to, or cited, in the assignment.  At times, the terminology used for 
citation, references and other lists of source material can seem confusing, but the 
definitions of the main terms use are: 
 
Citation:  The process of recognising the contribution of a specific individual or 
organisation as the acknowledged source of a particular view, argument or decision.  You 
therefore ‘cite’ a book, article or document within the text of your essay. 
 
Referencing:  A precise way of ensuring that someone or something that has been 
mentioned can be identified.  The list of references will normally appear at the end of your 
essay, and may be called a Bibliography. 
 
The same set of rules, including punctuation and abbreviation, should be followed every 
time you write a reference.  The citation made in the text should give a number in brackets.  
These numbers should follow in consecutive order throughout the assignment, starting 
with the number (1), and at the end of the assignment, all the references should be listed 
in numerical order, from (1) onwards, under the heading References.  This allows your 
reader to trace your sources easily for interest or further examination and also credits the 
original author(s).  In this way you will avoid the charge of plagiarism, which means using 
the work of others without acknowledging your source of information or inspiration.  
Plagiarism is treated very seriously, and plagiarised work is normally disqualified. 
 
HOW TO DO CITATION WITHIN THE TEXT 
 
CITING WHEN DISCUSSING (BUT NOT DIRECTLY QUOTING) IN THE TEXT 
 
Only the number in brackets for example (5) is given immediately after your 
reference/citation in the text.  However, in the list of references at the end, you should 
include the number with full details of the reference. 
Examples of citing in your text: 
 
Citing work by a single author: 
 
Examples: 
In clinical practice, up to 2.5-L of fluid has been administered on one infusion (1).  A 
number of studies have… 
 
Or, 
 
Newman (3) has argued that…. 
You should use numbers within brackets e.g. (3) for in-text citations; the number in 
brackets links directly to the reference list (bibliography) at the end of the piece of work.  
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The original number assigned to each reference (citation) is used each time that reference 
is cited in the text.  Therefore if you cite reference number (1) later in your text, you will cite 
it using the number (1) again. 
 
Avoid citing personal communication unless the information is unavailable from public 
sources.  
 
CITING WHEN QUOTING IN THE TEXT (PRINT SOURCES) 
 
When quoting directly in the text use quotation marks as well as a citation number in 
brackets. 
 
Example:  
Johnstone (4) describes this as “perhaps the most spectacular instant cure achieved by 
modern psychiatry” 
 
Short quotations (up to 2 lines) can be included in the body of the text, as in the example 
above.  Longer quotations should be indented in a separate paragraph, and a smaller 
typeface may be used: 
 
Example: 
Masterton (5) has said that  

 
“People are often reluctant to plan because they feel planning ‘sets things in 
concrete’ and one made the plan must be adhered to at all costs.  The point about 
planning is that a plan is a working document, a map of what you intent to do, but 
this does not mean it cannot be fine tuned or adjusted if circumstances change.”                      

 
If you are not using all of the quotation, this can be indicated using three dots: 
 
Example: 
Jones and Fletcher (6) have stated that “occupational stress … is widely considered to be 
a growing problem in the 1990s”. 
 
CITING IN THE TEXT (WEB SITES) 
 
When citing a website you should use the numbering system as usual. 
 
Example:  
The National Aids Manual (7) suggests that abacavir may be taken more than twice a day 
 
SECONDARY REFERENCING IN THE TEXT 
 
When citing the work of one author found in the work of another you should acknowledge 
that you did not consult the original source: 
 
Example: 
Bateman and Crant, cited by Tappen (8) noted that… 
 
The phrase “cited by” indicates that the reference to Bateman and Crant’s study was found 
in the book by Tappen.  Include only Tappen in your reference list. 
 
Secondary references should be used sparingly.  In most cases you should only cite 
material you have actually read. 
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LISTING REFERENCES AT THE END OF THE TEXT 
 
References should be listed at the end of your assignment in numerical order .  Whenever 
possible details should be taken from the title page of a publication and not from the front 
cover, which may be different.  Each reference should include the elements, order and 
punctuation given in the examples below, with the relevant number before each reference.  
This ‘relevant number’ is the number that you have put in your text in brackets.  Authors’ 
forenames/initials are normally abbreviated.   
 
Therefore if your text is something like this:  
 
In clinical practice, up to 2.5-L of fluid has been administered on one infusion (1).  In some 
cases penicillin has been shown to be more effective (2), however Newman (3) has 
argued that non-fatty acids…..  
 
Then your bibliography will look like this: 
 
1. Schen RJ, Singer-Edelstein M. Subcutaneous infusions in the elderly. J 
Am Geriat Soc. 1981; 29: 583-85.  
2. Fleming Sir A, Penicillin its practical approach under the general editorship of Professor 
Sir Alexander Fleming. 2nd ed. London: Butterworths; 1950. 
3. Newman RE, Storlien LH, Bryden WL, Kirby AC, Downing JA. Dietary n-3 and n-6 fatty 
acids alter avian pituitary sensitivity. Nutr Neurosci 2003; 6 (6): 343-50.  
 
Note: Do not put brackets round the numbers at the start of each entry in the reference list. 
 
EXAMPLES OF LISTING REFERENCES AT THE END OF THE TE XT 
 
1. Books 
 
Book by a single author: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of book. Edition if later than 1st. Place of publication: 
Publisher Name; Year of publication. 
 
Example: 
Sims J. Primary health care sciences. London: Whurr; 1999. 
 
Book by two authors: 
Author’s Surname Initial, Author’s Surname Initial. Title of book. Edition if later than 1st. 
Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year of publication. 
 
Example: 
Milner AD, Hull D. Hospital paediatrics. 3rd ed. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone; 1997. 
 
Book by several authors 
List all the author names as above.  If there are more than 6 authors, put in the first six 
followed by et.al. 
 
Example: 
Smith A, Smith B, Smith C, Smith D, Smith E, Smith F et. al. The unnecessary 
complications of referencing. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone; 2001. 
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Book by a corporate author (e.g. a government depar tment or organisation): 
Name of corporate author. Title of book. Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year of 
publication. 
 
Example: 
NHS Management Executive. Purchasing intelligence. London: NHS Management 
Executive; 1991. 
 
Edited book (including reference material such as d ictionaries, encyclopaedias, 
bibliographies and indexes): 
Editors Surname Initial(s), editor. Title of book/dictionary/encyclopaedia etc. Edition if later 
than 1st. Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year of publication. 
 
Examples: 
1. Pathy MSJ, editor. Principles and practice of geriatric medicine. 3rd ed. Chichester: 
Wiley; 1998. 
2. Trumble W, Brown L. editors. Shorter Oxford English dictionary. 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press; 2004. 
 
Chapter within a book: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of chapter. In: Editors Surname Initial, editor. Title of book. 
Edition if later than 1st. Place of publication: Publisher Name; year of publication. p. 
numbers. 
 
Example: 
Chisholm A. Quality of care. In: Shanley E, Starrs TA, editors. Learning disabilities: a 
handbook of care. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone; 1993. p. 41-58. 
 
Electronic book from a website: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of book [monograph online]. Edition if later than 1st. Place of 
publication: Publisher Name; Year of publication. [cited year month day]. Available from: 
URL: 
 
Example: 
Smith L. Eating disorders [monograph online]. London: Institute of Psychiatry; 1995. [cited 
2001 Jun 25]. Available from: URL: http://www.iop.bmpf/depts/psychiat/eat.htm. 
 
Book on CD-ROM/DVD etc. 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of book [monograph on CD-ROM/DVD or other relevant 
software]. Edition if later than 1st. Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year of 
publication. 
 
Example: 
Perkin GD, Hochberg FH, Miller DC. Atlas of Clinical Neurology [monograph on CD-ROM]. 
2nd ed. Version 1.1. London: Mosby; 1996. 
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2. Journal articles, electronic journal articles, a nd the Cochrane Library  
 
Journal titles 
Titles of journals should be abbreviated according to the format used in Index Medicus, 
and a complete list of abbreviations can be found in the List of Journals Indexed in Index 
Medicus which is available as a link from the Library Catalogue (search for ‘Index 
Medicus’).  Standard abbreviations can also be found on the PubMed website: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=jou rnals&term=  
If your reference is from Cinahl, the ‘Complete Reference’ field will list the abbreviation for 
the relevant journal, for each individual reference. 
 
Article in a printed journal: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of journal article. Abbreviated journal title Year; volume 
number (issue number if there is one): page numbers. 
 
Example: 
Connors MM. Risk perception, risk taking and risk management among intravenous drug 
users: implications for AIDs prevention. Soc Sci Med 1992; 34 (6): 591-601. 
 
Article in an electronic journal: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of article. Abbreviated journal title [serial online]. Year; 
volume number (issue number if there is one): page numbers [cited year month day]. 
Available from: URL:  
 
Example: 
Olsen NDL, Prescribing warmer, healthier homes. BMJ [serial online]. 2001; 322: 748-749 
[cited 2006 Feb 16]. Available from: URL:  
http://bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/322/7289/748. 
 
Editorial in a journal: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of Editorial [Editorial]. Abbreviated Journal Title Year; 
volume number (issue number if there is one): page numbers. 
 
Example: 
Anon. Coffee drinking and cancer of the pancreas [Editorial]. Br Med J (Clin Res Ed). 
1981; 283 (6292): 628.  
 
Editorial in an electronic journal: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of Editorial. Abbreviated Journal Title [editorial online]. Year; 
volume number (issue number if there is one): page numbers [cited year month day]. 
Available from: URL:  
 
Example:  
Marder K, Logroscino G. The ever-stimulating association of smoking and coffee and 
Parkinson’s Disease. Ann Neurol [editorial online]. 2002; 52 (3): 261-2 [cited 2006 Jun 26]. 
Available from: URL: http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-
bin/fulltext/98016248/PDFSTART. 
 



 

Library Services @ St George’s | http://www.sgul.ac.uk/depts/library  
 

 L:\User_helpsheets\Helpsheets\Vancouver ref v04.doc 6 

Journal article with no author: 
Anon. Title of article. Abbreviated journal title. [type of article if non-standard] Year; volume 
number (issue number if there is one): page numbers.   
 
Example: 
Anon. The chartless office; some practical considerations [letter; comment]. Can Med 
Assoc J 1991; 145 (7): 768. 
 
Review in the Cochrane Library: 
The Cochrane Library indicates how their reviews should be cited.  Follow the instructions 
given in the database. 
 
Example: 
To obtain the example below I looked at an example record in the Cochrane Library.  The 
instructions were: This record should be cited as… 
Stroke Unit Trialists' Collaboration. Organised inpatient (stroke unit) care for stroke. The 
Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2001, Issue 3. Art. No.: CD000197. DOI: 
10.1002/14651858.CD000197. 
 
 
3. Newspapers 
 
Article in a printed newspaper: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of article. Title of Newspaper Year Month Day; Location in 
newspaper. 
 
Example: 
Clarkson M. Outreach studies in the community. The Guardian 1998 Jun 16; Sect. A:3 
(col.4). 
 
Article in an electronic newspaper: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of article. Title of Newspaper Year Month Day [newspaper 
article online]. [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: URL:  
 
Examples: 
1. Alok J. Extract from Peruvian plant could speed up healing. The Guardian 2006 Jun 23 
[newspaper article online]. [cited 2006 Jun 24]. Available from: URL: 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/story/0,,1804037,00.html. 
2. Adams R. Policy by numbers. The Guardian 2004 Jun 1 [newspaper article online]. 
[cited 2006 Jun 26]. Available from: URL: 
http://www.icaew.co.uk/index.cfm?route=116205.  
 
If no author name is given then use Anon. 
 
 
4. Government Documents 
 
Government report (printed) for example white paper  or a green paper: 
Name of Government Department. Title of paper/report. Place of publication: Name of 
Publisher; Year of publication (Cm number – also called the Series number). 
 
Example: 
Department of Health. Choosing health: making healthy choices easier. London: 
Stationary Office; 2004 (Cm 6374). 
If it is a report rather than a white or green paper then there will be no Cm number to use. 
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Government report (electronic): 
Name of Government Department. Title of paper/report. [Government report online]. Place 
of publication: Name of Publisher (Cm number) [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: 
URL:  
 
Example: 
Department of Health. Choosing health: making healthier choices easier. [Government 
report online]. London: Stationary Office; 2004 (Cm 6374) [cited 2006 Jun 26]. Available 
from: URL: http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/12/07/92/04120792.pdf.  
 
Government circular (printed): 
Name of Government Department. Title of report. Place of Publication: Publisher Name; 
Year of publication (circular number if relevant).  
 
Example: 
Department of Health. Care Standards Act 2000: transition arrangements for the creation 
of the National Care Standards Commission. London: Department of Health; 2001 (HSC 
2001/001). 
 
Government circular (electronic): 
Department of Health. Title of circular. [Government circular online]. Place of Publication: 
Publisher Name; Year of publication (circular number if relevant). [cited Year Month Day]. 
Available from: URL:  
 
Example: 
Department of Health. Leadership for Health: the new Health Authority role. [Government 
circular online]. London: Department of Health; 1999 (HSC 1999/192). [cited 2006 Jun 26]. 
Available from: URL: http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/01/21/33/04012133.pdf. 
 
Acts of Parliament (printed): 
Name of Country. Title of Act. Chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher Name; Year of Act. 
 
Example: 
Great Britain. Abortion Act 1967. Chapter 67. London: HMSO; 1967. 
 
Acts of Parliament (electronic): 
Name of Country. Title of Act.  Chapter.  [Act of Parliament online]. Place of Publication: 
Publisher Name; Year of Act.  [cited Year Month Day].  Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Great Britain. Human Tissue Act 2004. Chapter 30. [Act of Parliament online]. London: 
HMSO; 2004. [cited 2004 Feb 15]. Available from: URL: 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2004/20040030.htm. 
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5. Conference proceedings, conference papers/presen tations and scientific or 
technical reports 
 
Treat the proceedings of a conference like an edited book, adding relevant information 
about the conference 
 
Whole Conference (printed as a publication): 
Editor’s Surname Initial, editor. Title of conference. Relevant information such as 
Conference; date; location. Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year. 
 
Example: 
Kimura J, Shibasaki H, editors. Recent advances in clinical neurophysiology. Proceedings 
of the 10th International Congress of EMG and Clinical Neurophysiology; 1995 Oct 15-19; 
Kyoto, Japan. Amsterdam: Elsevier; 1996. 
 
Whole conference (electronic) – this would be simil ar to an electronic book: 
Editor’s Surname Initial, editor. Title of conference. Relevant information such as 
Conference; date; location. [conference proceedings online]. Place of publication: 
Publisher Name; year. [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Muller S, editor. The proceedings of the 10th International Conference on Head-Driven 
Phrase Structure Grammar; 2003 Jul 18-20; Michigan, USA. [conference proceedings 
online]. California: CSLI Publications; 2003. [cited 2006 Jun 26]. Available from: URL: 
http://csli-publications.stanford.edu/HPSG/4/.  
 
Treat a presentation/paper from the conference proceedings like a chapter in an edited 
book: 
 
Conference paper/presentation (printed in conferenc e proceedings/conference 
publication) 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of presentation/paper. In: Editors Surname Initial, editor. 
Title of conference. Relevant information such as Conference; date; location. Place of 
publication: Publisher Name; Year of publication; p. numbers. 
 
Example: 
Bengtsson S, Soheim BG. Enforcement of data protection, privacy and security in medical 
information. In: Lun KC, Degoulet P, Piemme TE, Rienhoff O, editors. MEDINFO 92. 
Proceedings of the 7th World Congress on Medical Informatics; 1992 Sep 6-10; Geneva, 
Switzerland. Amsterdam: North-Holland; 1992; p.1561-5. 
 
Conference paper/presentation (electronic version f rom the electronic version of a 
conference) 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of presentation/paper [conference presentation online]. In: 
Editors Surname Initial, editor. Title of conference. Relevant information such as 
Conference; date; location. Place of publication: Publisher Name; Year of publication; p. 
numbers [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Beavers J. More head and less categories: a new look at noun phrase structure 
[conference presentation online]. In: Muller S, editor. The proceedings of the 10th 
International Conference on Head-Driven Phrase Structure Grammar; 2003 Jul 18-20; 
Michigan, USA. California: CSLI Publications; 2003; p. 47-67 [cited 2006 Jun 26]. 
Available from: URL: http://csli-publications.stanford.edu/HPSG/4/beavers.pdf.  
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Scientific or technical report (printed): 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of report. Place of Publication: Publisher Name; Year Month 
of publication. Report Number (if relevant). 
 
Example: 
Revill O, Alper H. Payment for library services for nursing facility stays. Final report. 
Orlando (FL): Dept of Health and Human Services (US), Office of Evaluation and 
Inspections; 1986 Oct. Report No: NUYGSH17800089673. 
 
 
6. Theses and dissertations 
 
Thesis, Dissertation or Project (printed): 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of dissertation/thesis etc [dissertation/thesis etc]. Place of 
publication: Publisher Name (generally the University that the student attended); Year of 
Publication. 
 
Example: 
Scorer R. Attitudes to dynamic psychotherapy and its supervision among consultant 
psychiatrists in Wales [dissertation]. London: Univ. of London; 1985. 
 
Thesis, Dissertation or Project (electronic): 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of dissertation/thesis etc. [dissertation/thesis etc online]. 
Place of publication: Publisher Name (generally the University that the student attended); 
Year of Publication [cited Year Month day]. Available from: URL:  
 
Example: 
Hanna J. The effect of angiopoietin-1 on trophoblast migration and invasion. [dissertation 
online]. London: Univ. of London; 2005 [cited 2006 Jun 19]. Available from: URL: 
https://intranet.sgul.ac.uk/teach/exampapers/thesis/JHanna.pdf. 
 
 
7. Videos / DVD recordings: 
 
Videos: 
Author’s Surname Initial (if known). Title of video [videocassette]. Place of publication: 
Publisher Name; Year of publication. 
 
Example: 
Dispatches: living with aids [videocassette]. London: Channel 4; 2005. 
 
DVD recordings: 
Author’s Surname Initial (if known). Title of dvd [dvd]. Place of publication: Publisher 
Name; Year of publication. 
 
Example: 
St George’s, University of London. A patient guide to deep vein thrombosis [dvd]. London: 
Media Services, SGUL; 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Library Services @ St George’s | http://www.sgul.ac.uk/depts/library  
 

 L:\User_helpsheets\Helpsheets\Vancouver ref v04.doc 10 

 
8. Electronic resources (mainly sources from the In ternet) 
 
MAKING REFERENCES TO ELECTRONIC SOURCES OF INFORMAT ION 
 
Note: The temporary nature of the material made available on the Internet creates 
particular problems, and you must always quote the date you accessed the resources.  
This is because the content of a web page can be updated and the pages can be deleted 
or the URLs (Uniform Resource Locators) may change.  The length and complexity of 
URLs make accurate referencing vital if the reader of your work needs to follow up your 
sources.  It is a good idea to keep a printed copy of the source you are referring to. 
 
Note: You should not refer to databases where you have used specific information.  For 
example, you should refer to journal articles you have accessed online (electronically) e.g. 
using Medline or Pubmed, by following the format in section 2. 
 
Note: Electronic books, journals, theses, dissertations, conferences and newspaper 
articles are covered in various sections above. 
 
Note: In this context, the term “publisher” means an organisation responsible for the 
internet site.  If you are unable to find out either the place of publication or the publisher, 
then leave them out. 
 
Note: The date of publication means the date on the document, if it can be found.  If not, 
you need to use the date that the pages were last updated.  This may appear at the 
bottom of the page. 
 
Electronic resources could include sources from full text CD products, electronic journals 
or other sources form the Internet.  The basic form of the citations follow the principles for 
print sources. 
 
Author (Surname Initials). 
Title of article. 
Title of medium (e.g. Name of electronic journal – BMJ) 
[type of medium e.g. Online] 
Publication Year 
[cited date – year Month(abbreviated) day]; 
N.B. the cited date is important as information from electronic sources can change. 
Volume number if applicable 
Issue number if applicable 
Pages if applicable 
Available from: URL: full URL address 
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Electronic Resources – Web sites: 
 
Web document with author: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of Web document [type of online]. Place of publication: 
Publisher Name; Year of Publication. [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Eppic. Getting Help Early [information sheet online]. Victoria: Eppic; 2000. [cited 2006 Jun 
7]. Available from: URL: http://www.eppic.org.au/docs/info3.pdf.  
 
Explanation: 
·  Eppic is the corporate author (you can find this out from the info on the 2nd page of the 

web document). 
·  Getting help early is the title. 
·  I called it ‘information sheet because it says ‘information sheet’ down the side, but if 

you’re not sure, using the word online would be enough.   
·  Victoria is the place of publication (again see 2nd page).   
·  Eppic is the publisher (as before). 
·  2000 is the date of publication (see info on 2nd page).     
·  Date cited is the date you looked at the reference. 
·  Available from:  URL: you should put the full web address, even if it’s long. 
 
Web document with missing details (in this case no author and no date) 
Title of web document [type of online]. Place of publication: Publisher Name; [cited Year 
Month Day]. Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Healthy scepticism adwatch. [web page online]. Willunga, South Australia: Healthy 
Skepticism Inc.; [cited 2006 Jun 26]. Available from: URL: 
http://www.healthyskepticism.org/adwatch.php.  
 
Web homepage: 
Name of the organisation producing the homepage [homepage online]. [cited Year Month 
Day]; Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Medicins sans Frontieres [homepage online]. [cited 2005 Mar 24]; Available from: URL: 
http://www.msf.org/home-uk.cfm. 
 
Electronic Resources – Discussion lists: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Subject line. Name of discussion list [online]. Date. [cited year 
month day]. Available from: URL: 
 
Example: 
Sutton SA. Compliment for a Friday from the Times. Lis-Medical [online]. 2006 Jan 27. 
[cited 2006 Jun 28]. Available from: URL: http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-
bin/webadmin?A2=ind0601&L=lis-medical&T=0&P=30106.  
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Electronic Resources – Email: 
Please note you should obtain permission from the sender before referencing personal 
emails. 
 
Surname Initial of sender. (email address of sender). Subject line of message. Personal 
email to name of recipient (recipient’s email address) Year Month Day. 
 
Example: 
Revill O. (orev@sgul.ac.uk) Remote access. Personal email to Smith M. 
(m12345@sgul.ac.uk) 2005 Nov 28.   
 
Electronic Resources – Images: 
Please note you should always have permission from the owner to use any image.  
(graphs and tables do not count as images).  
 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of image [online image] Year. [cited Year Month Day]. 
Available from: URL:  
 
Example: 
Huckstep RL. Introduction to orthopaedics slide 16 [online image] 1997. [cited 2001 Dec 
21]. Available from: URL: http://www.worldortho.com/database/intro-orth/io016.html.  
 
Electronic Resources – database (CD-ROM): 
Name and title of database Date [CD-ROM]. Place of Publication: Publisher Name; Year of 
publication. 
 
Example: 
Caredata CD: the social and community care database April 1997 [CD-ROM]. London: 
National Institute for Social Work; 1997. 
 
 
9. Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle, Blackboard  etc.) 
 
Virtual Learning Environments are used increasingly as stores for course documents and 
teaching materials.  You will need to be clear about what it is you are citing e.g. lecturer’s 
notes, a journal article, an image digitized for use in VLEs or an item from a discussion 
board. 
 
Moodle – Tutor’s notes/lecture/other format: 
Author/Tutor’s Surname Initial. Title of item. Name of academic module [vle online]. Year 
of publication if known [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: URL: of virtual learning 
environment. 
 
Example: 
Woollhead A. Lung mechanics quiz. Cardiovascular I [vle online]. 2006 [cited 2006 Jun 
26]. Available from: URL: https://moodle.sgul.ac.uk/ .  
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Blackboard – Message from Course Discussion Board: 
Author’s Surname Initial. Title of message. Title of Discussion Board in Name of academic 
module [vle online]. Year of publication if known [cited Year Month Day]. Available from: 
URL: of virtual learning environment.  
 
Example: 
Leonard L. Autonomy. Autonomy in contemporary perspectives in Nursing Perspectives 
[vle online]. 2002. [cited 2006 Jun 26]. Available from: URL: http://lms.kingston.ac.uk.   
 
 
10. Secondary Reference 
 
Secondary reference: 
Remember you should only refer to the secondary text you have read – so following on 
from the example on page 2:  
 
Example: 
Tappen RM. Nursing leadership and management: concepts and practice. 3rd ed. 
Philadelphia, PA: Davis; 1998. 
 
 
11. Missing details 
 
Sometimes either the date or place  of publication may not be printed anywhere on the 
publication you wish to refer to.  If the date is missing, you can use the abbreviation [n.d.].  
If the place  of publication is missing, use [n.p.].  Always put these in square brackets .  If 
you do not know the name of the author, use Anon., except for the examples given in 
section 8., web documents.  Note: It is never acceptable to miss out a URL 
 
Example: 
Leafe A. Eat more beans. [n.p.] 1997 
Lion B. Eat more Meat. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone; [n.d.] 
 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION FOR USING THE VANCOUVER SYSTEM  
 
The Vancouver Style is part of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors’ 
Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals, which are 
available at http://www.icmje.org  
 
The ICMJE no longer publishes a list of reference formats, but instead recommends that 
authors follow the National Library of Medicine (NLM) guidelines. For samples of reference 
citation formats, authors should consult NLM’s Citing Medicine here: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/bookres.fcgi/citmed/frontpage.html  
 
 
Note If you are writing for publication you should check the instructions to authors for 

the journal that you are submitting to. Some journals use their own variation of the 
Vancouver Style, and some do not use it at all. 


