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How to do a Cited Reference Search 
using the Citation Index in Web of Science 

 
You have an important article, for example: 
 
Grimmer. K. et al (2004) ‘Implementing evidence in clinical practice: the therapies 
dilemma’, Physiotherapy, 90 (4), pp189-194. 
 
You wish to find later articles that have used your important article (and therefore will have 
referenced  it) 
 
Your article is referred to as the cited article. 
The later publications you are looking for are citing articles. 
 

·  Go to the website http://www.athensams.net/myathens 
·  Login using your St George’s username & password 
·  Select Web of Knowledge 
·  Click Select a Database tab 
·  Click on Web of Science 
·  Click on Cited Reference Search  tab 

 

 
 
 
In the Cited author  box, enter the details of the first author from your cited article, in the 
format that is given. 
 
In our example, enter Grimmer K*  
 
In the Cited work  box, enter the standard journal title abbreviation for your cited article.   
 
To check for a Journal Abbreviation, click on the journal abbreviation list. If you are not 
sure about a journal abbreviation, try using truncation  e.g. Nurs* Man* . 
 
In our example, Physiotherapy  is actually used as the abbreviation title. 
 
In the Cited year box, enter the year that the cited article was published 
In the above case, enter 2004. 
 
You do not have to complete all three boxes, but using all the options will make your 
search more precise. 
 
When you have finished, click the Search  button 
 
You will retrieve a list of articles which match your cited article, with the number of times 
they have been referenced by later (citing) articles. 
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If you filled in precise details, you should only see one article (which is your cited article). 
 

 
 
Select the relevant article by putting a tick in the box to the left of the article 
Click on the Finish Search  button 
 
You will see a list of references which are the citing articles for the original (cited) article: 
 

 
 
Click a Citing article title to view the abstract and bibliographic details of an article. 
 

 
 
To view a list of any other articles that cite this citing article, click on the number next to 
Cited by  
 
 
Please note: 
Bear in mind that although the Citation Indexes have a broad coverage – they may not hold 
records for all citations for an article. St George’s has access to three Citation indexes: 
 
Science Citation Index Expanded  (1970 – current) indexes over 6,650 major journals across 150 
scientific disciplines, and  includes all cited references captured from indexed articles. 
  
The Social Sciences Citation Index  (1970 – current) indexes over 1,950 journals across 50 
social sciences disciplines, and it indexes individually selected, relevant items from over 3,300 of 
the world's leading scientific and technical journals.  
 

Arts & Humanities Citation Index  (1975 – current) indexes 1,160 of the world's leading arts and 
humanities journals, and it indexes individually selected, relevant items from over 6,800 major 
science and social science journals 


